
The Marketer’s 
Guide to SQL Queries

Introduction to SQL



Follow along at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Table Structure
A database is a collection of tables, and a table is like an excel 
spreadsheet.  

In this example database, there are 8 tables you can see in 
the right hand column.



Select
The most basic SQL command is “SELECT” which lets 
you tell the database what information you want it to 
show you.



Select



Select
SELECT * from products

What that did is SELECT(ed) everything (the *) from 
the table called “products”



From
The FROM statement tells SQL where to pull data 
from.  

SELECT tells SQL what data to look at, FROM tells 
SQL where to find the data.



Select



Select + From
You can also select specific columns!  

SELECT CustomerName from customers  

will give you a list of all names in the Customers 
table.



Select + From



Where
WHERE tells SQL how to access the right data.  

SELECT tells SQL what data to look at, FROM tells 
SQL where to find the data, and WHERE tells SQL 
what data it should return. 

Confusing, I know. 



Select + From + Where
SELECT * from products where Price > 20 

And you’ll have all of the Products that cost more 
than 20 dollars. You can filter by any column on the 
table, using >, <, or =.



Select + From + Where



Select + From + Where
Here’s another example:  

SELECT * from Customers where Country = 
“Germany”  

What do you think this will return?



Select + From + Where



Select + From + Where

Every customer from Germany!



Give it a shot at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

CHALLENGE
Answer this question: How many customers in 

the test database live in London?

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Give it a shot at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

Answer
SELECT * FROM Customers 

where city = “London" 

6 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Join
These are powerful, but Select, From and Where are limiting.  

Join makes SQL a lot more useful, allowing you to temporarily join two 
tables together, to get their combined information in one chart. 

Join statements have 3 parts: 

• The data you want to Select, and thus print out 

• The two tables you want to combine 

• The column you want to use to match them up



Join

SELECT * from Customers 
join orders on orders.customerid = customers.customerid
where Country = “Germany” 



Join



Give it a shot at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

CHALLENGE
TBD 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Answer
TBD 

Give it a shot at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Sorting and Limiting
Group By - This statement tells SQL how to group 
your data when it returns a query result.  



Group By



Sorting and Limiting
Group By - This statement tells SQL how to group 
your data when it returns a query result. 

Order By -  Tells SQL how to order your data. This 
is useful when pulling large amounts of data out of a 
database. 



Order By



Sorting and Limiting
Group By - This statement tells SQL how to group 
your data when it returns a query result. 

Order By -  Tells SQL how to order your data. This 
is useful when pulling large amounts of data out of a 
database. 

Limit - Tells SQL how many results to return. 



Limit



Give it a shot at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

CHALLENGE
TBD 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Answer
TBD 

Give it a shot at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Count
Count() - Returns the number of rows that match a 
specific criteria. 



Count



Average
Avg() - Returns the average value of a numeric column. 

First() - Returns the first value in a column or row. 

Last() - Returns the last value in a column or row. 

Min() - Returns the smallest value in a column or row. 

Max() - Returns the largest value in a column or row. 



Give it a shot at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

CHALLENGE
TBD 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Answer
TBD 

Give it a shot at http://bit.ly/1foSkgu (the w3 
Schools test SQL database) 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu


Let’s Pull it All 
Together!

Try to answer the following questions yourself 
before getting the answer.



Exercise 1
Write a query that tells you how many orders each 
customer has placed. 

What customer has placed the 3rd highest number 
of orders?



Answer 1
select orders.customerid, 
customers.customername, 
count(orders.customerid)
from orders
join customers on customers.customerid = 
orders.customerid
group by orders.customerid
order by count(orders.customerid) desc



Answer 1



Exercise 2
Let’s say you want to know what country most of 
your customers are from. 

What country has customer with the most orders?



Answer 2
select orders.customerid, 
customers.customername, 
count(orders.customerid), customers.country
from orders
join customers on customers.customerid = 
orders.customerid
group by customers.country
order by count(orders.customerid) desc



Exercise 2



Now, switch to SQL 
Pro



Exercise 3
Using our World.sql database, find the most popular 
language in the world and how many people speak 
it.



Answer 3
select country.region, country.population, 
countrylanguage.countrycode, country.code, 
countrylanguage.language
from Country
join `CountryLanguage` on 
countrylanguage.countrycode = country.code
group by population desc



Exercise 3



Exercise 4
Using our World.sql database, find the most 
populated cities in the world along with the country 
and region those cities exist in. 



Answer 4
select country.region, 
country.population, city.countrycode, 
country.code, city.population, city.name
from Country
join `City` on city.countrycode = 
country.code
group by city.population desc



Exercise 4



</end>

Go to http://bit.ly/1foSkgu and we’ll run our first 
SQL query! 

http://bit.ly/1foSkgu

